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2. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

2.1 The Localism Act 2011 introduced new opportunities for communities to 
get involved in planning their areas by preparing neighbourhood plans, 
neighbourhood development orders and community right to build orders. 
The Act and associated neighbourhood planning regulations give 
town/parish councils and neighbourhood forums powers to shape and 
encourage delivery of new development. 

 
2.2 Before a town/parish council or neighbourhood forum can begin the work 

of preparing a neighbourhood plan they must apply to have the area they 
wish the plan to cover to be formally designated. Bottesford Town 
Council submitted an application to the Council on 15 September 2020 
to have the whole parish formally designated with the intention of starting 
work on a neighbourhood plan.  The application is included at Appendix 
1 together with a map showing the extent of the area at Appendix 2. 

 
2.3 North Lincolnshire Council is responsible for receiving and determining 

applications for the designation of a Neighbourhood Area.  The 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 explain the 
requirements for the determination of a Neighbourhood Area application. 

 
2.4 Part (1) of Section 5A of the amended Neighbourhood Planning 

Regulations removes the requirement to consult on an area application 
in certain circumstances.  
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1. OBJECT AND KEY POINTS IN THIS REPORT 
 

1.1 To inform the Cabinet Member that Bottesford Town Council has applied 
to have its area formally designated for the purpose of preparing a 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

1.2 To seek the Cabinet Member’s agreement to approve Bottesford Town 
Council’s application for Neighbourhood Area status. 

 



 

These circumstances include where the neighbourhood area consists of 
the whole of the town/parish council area and where none of the 
neighbourhood area extends outside the town/parish council area.  Part 
(2) of Regulation 5A stipulates that the local planning authority must 
exercise their powers under section 61G of the 1990 Act to designate 
the specified area as a neighbourhood area.  

 
2.5 The local planning authority is obliged by law to help people as they 

prepare their neighbourhood plans and is under a duty to support such 
communities.  In order to raise awareness and explain the 
neighbourhood planning process the Place Planning team has met with 
the Town Council. 

 
 
3. OPTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 

3.1 The application satisfies all the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 
requirements relating to area designation and, therefore, North 
Lincolnshire Council should designate the neighbourhood area. 
 

3.2 Option 1 designate Bottesford Town Council’s application for 
Neighbourhood Area status. 

 
3.3 Option 2 do not designate Bottesford Town Council’s application for 

Neighbourhood Area status. 
 
 
4. ANALYSIS OF OPTIONS 
  

4.1 Option 1 ensures that the Council meets its duties under the Localism 
Act 2011 and the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations (as amended) to 
designate an application for Neighbourhood Area status.  It would also 
allow the Council to discharge its duty to support communities wishing to 
undertake neighbourhood planning.  
 

4.2 Option 2 means that the council would not meet its duties under the 
Localism Act and the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations to designate 
an application for Neighbourhood Area status.  Also, it would not allow 
the Council to discharge its duty to support communities wishing to 
undertake neighbourhood planning. 

 
 

5. FINANCIAL AND OTHER RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (e.g. LEGAL, HR, 
PROPERTY, IT, COMMUNICATIONS etc.) 

 
Financial  

  
5.1 The council can submit bids to the Ministry of Housing, Communities & 

Local Government (MHC&LG) for funding assistance.  This is intended 
to cover its costs in terms of some aspects of neighbourhood planning 
including providing advice and assistance to local communities.  



 

From April 2020 local planning authorities can claim £5,000 for the first 
five neighbourhood areas designated and £20,000 once they issue a 
decision statement detailing their intention to send a plan to referendum. 

 
5.2 The neighbourhood planning process includes the requirement for an 

independent examination of the plan and for a referendum that ensures 
the community has a final say on whether a neighbourhood plan is to 
form part of the development plan for the area.  These should be 
organised and paid for by the local authority. 

 
5.3 The Government’s 2018-22 Neighbourhood Planning Support 

Programme aims to continue delivering support to communities 
interested in creating a neighbourhood plan.  Community groups will be 
able to access a range of free help including financial support and latest 
planning expertise from trained professionals to guide them through the 
process of preparing a neighbourhood plan. 

 
5.4 All groups undertaking a neighbourhood plan are eligible to apply for up 

to £10,000 in basic grant.  They can also apply for technical support to 
help with work on their neighbourhood plan.  Groups meeting the 
eligibility criteria are also able to apply for additional grant of up to £8,000 
in addition to the basic grant.  This will take the total amount of grant 
available to £18,000.  Communities looking to bring forward Affordable 
Housing may also be eligible for further grant funding of up to £10,000 to 
help develop these ideas. 

 
5.5 Also, parishes with an adopted neighbourhood plan are currently eligible 

to receive up to 25% of any Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) monies 
arising from development in their area.           

 
Staffing 
  
5.6 The Place Planning team will provide the staffing resources required for 

supporting the neighbourhood planning process.  Officers in Legal and 
Democratic Services will organise and administer the referendum that 
will determine whether a neighbourhood plan is to form part of the 
development plan. 

 
5.7 There are no further resource implications. 

 
 
6. OTHER RELEVANT IMPLICATIONS (e.g. CRIME AND DISORDER, 

EQUALITIES, COUNCIL PLAN, ENVIRONMENTAL, RISK, etc.)      
 

6.1  There are no implications for decisions on crime and disorder arising 
from the detail in this report. 

 
6.2 There are no equalities issues arising from the detail in this report. 

However, as the neighbourhood plan develops, all sections of the local 
community will be encouraged to shape the contents of the Plan. 



 

6.3 Development of a neighbourhood plan in Bottesford will, through 
community involvement, participation and engagement potentially 
contribute towards all three priorities set out in the Council Plan. 

 
6.4 There are no environmental implications and significant risks arising 

from the implementation of recommendations in this report.  However, 
as the neighbourhood plan develops it will seek to protect the 
environment and integrate environmental considerations with a view to 
promoting sustainable development. 

 
 
7. OUTCOMES OF INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT (IF APPLICABLE) 
 

7.1     Failure to designate the neighbourhood area would mean that the the 
council would not meet its duties under the Localism Act and the 
Neighbourhood Planning Regulations.  This could also impact on the 
council's reputation for supporting local communities in their aspirations 
to develop neighbourhood plans.  

 
  

8. OUTCOMES OF CONSULTATION AND CONFLICTS OF INTERESTS 
DECLARED 

 
8.1     The Place Planning team held discussions with the Town Council as part 

of awareness-raising about neighbourhood planning and to explain the 
neighbourhood planning process. 

 
                     

9. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

9.1 That the Cabinet Member notes the contents of this report. 
 

9.2 That the Cabinet Member endorses the approach set out in Option 1 of 
this report to designate Bottesford Town Council’s application for 
Neighbourhood Area status. 
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